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Receiving a settlement offer after a car accident can be a significant moment in your compensation
claim. While it may be tempting to accept an offer and move on, doing so without understanding the
full value of your claim could leave you worse off in the long term.

Before accepting any settlement offer, it is important to understand your rights, the evidence
supporting your claim, and whether the offer adequately reflects the impact your injuries have had on
your life.

Should You Get Legal Advice Before
Accepting a Settlement Offer?

One of the most important things you can do before accepting a settlement offer is to obtain legal
advice.

A solicitor can assess the offer and determine whether it is reasonable based on your injuries,
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financial losses, future needs, and the evidence available. In many cases, an injured person may be
entitled to significantly more compensation than what is initially offered by the insurer.

Seeking advice early can help you make an informed decision and avoid settling your claim for less
than it may be worth.

How Important Is Evidence When
Evaluating a Settlement Offer?

The strength of the evidence supporting your claim can have a significant impact on the value of any
settlement offer.

Without persuasive medical, financial, and other supporting evidence, it is unlikely that an insurer will
make a settlement offer that fully accounts for all aspects of your claim.

The more comprehensive the evidence, the stronger your position is when negotiating with an
insurer.

Do Court Proceedings Sometimes Need to
Be Filed to Achieve a Fair Settlement
Offer?

While many claims settle without a trial, there are situations where filing court proceedings may be
necessary to obtain a reasonable settlement offer.

In some cases, commencing proceedings in the District Court of South Australia or the Supreme Court
of South Australia may be an important step in progressing the matter and ensuring the claim is
properly advanced. The need for court proceedings will depend on the circumstances of each case
and should be discussed with an experienced lawyer.

Are Insurers and Your Lawyer Working
Towards the Same Outcome?

It is important to remember that insurers and claimants have different interests.

Insurers are responsible for managing and assessing claims on behalf of their organisations. In
contrast, your lawyer has a professional duty to act in your best interests and provide advice that
helps you make informed decisions about your claim.
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Having independent legal advice can provide valuable guidance when considering whether a
settlement offer is fair and reasonable in your particular circumstances.

What Should You Do If You Receive a
Settlement Offer?

If you have received a settlement offer following a car accident injury claim, it is important to
understand your legal rights before making a decision.

Obtaining advice from an experienced compensation lawyer can help you assess the offer,
understand the strength of your claim, and determine whether further negotiations or investigations
may be beneficial. Here at Andersons Solicitors, we can provide guidance tailored to your
circumstances and help you make informed decisions about your claim.

To contact our experienced team, call us on 8238 6666 or, alternatively, send your enquiry using our
online Contact Form
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https://www.andersons.com.au/contact/

